
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 12 June 2018] 

 p3155b-3156a 
Dr Mike Nahan; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

AUSTRALIAN SPACE AGENCY 

351. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier confirm that other jurisdictions, states and territories, have been 
seeking to collaborate with Western Australia to secure a space agency, but they are hitting roadblocks with our 
Minister for Science who is simply not up to the task of securing this important project for Western Australia and 
is putting at cost thousands of high-paying skilled jobs? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

What states is the Leader of the Opposition referring to? 

Dr M.D. Nahan: New South Wales, mate! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Okay. The Leader of the Opposition’s question — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: South Australia and the ACT—you know the states of the nation! 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You’re really on top of it, aren’t you?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The first question asked after a three-week break is about New South Wales collaboration with 
Western Australia on the location of the space agency! I would have thought that New South Wales might have liked 
it to be located in New South Wales. That would be my interpretation. I know a bit about New South Wales. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: People over there are a little bit self-centred. We do not share a border with New South 
Wales, so we cannot put it on the border between the two of us. I do not know whether there is any space, but it 
has Parkes. I recall that Tidbinbilla is in the Australian Capital Territory, if anyone has ever been Tidbinbilla. The 
truth of the matter is, from our point of view — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Point taken. You’ve done nothing! You know nothing! 

The SPEAKER: I know something, Leader of the Opposition. I call you to order for the first time for continually 
interjecting. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: From our point of view, Western Australia is clearly the best location. We have wide open 
spaces and some historical involvement with these sorts of issues; everyone remembers John Glenn. Facilities and 
expertise is already established here and the Square Kilometre Array will enhance our appeal. I would prefer for 
these sorts of facilities to be located in Western Australia and not in New South Wales. 
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